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VATICAN CITY — An elderly woman walks away after meeting Pope Francis in
St. Peter's Square at the Vatican in this September 28, 2014, file photo. During his
January 31 Sunday Angelus, the pope announced the establishment of a World
Day of Grandparents and the Elderly. Story page 3. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

More than simply a call to give up
creature comforts, Lent invites us to
confront our vulnerability and embrace
our brokenness. This year Ash
Wednesday, which marks the
beginning of the season of Lent, is
February. 17. Story page 6.  (St. Anthony
Messenger photo)

SAINT JOHN / OTTAWA — Students of St. Pius X High School in Ottawa gather to have a virtual conversation with Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John. Bishop Riesbeck is an alumni of the high school. Story page 3. (Photo
courtesy of St. Pius X High School)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis (photo left) presents a Bible
to a person at his residence January 24. Religious education
must focus on leading people to a personal relationship
with Christ and building a community of believers where
the talents of each person are valued and where all go out
to share the Gospel and serve the poor, Pope Francis said.
Story page 4. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. February 5, 2021Page 2

One Bayard Drive
Saint John, NB E2L 3L5

Tel: (506) 653-6806
Fax: (506) 653-6818

E-mail: tnf@nb.aibn.com

Office Hours:
By Appointment.

Please telephone or email.

Publisher:
Most Rev. Christian Riesbeck, CC

Managing Editor: Margie Trafton

Correspondents:
Fredericton:  vacant

Miramichi: Shawn McCarthy
cletus_1773@hotmail.com

Saint John: Natasha Mazerolle
natasha@maz-family.com

Single Copy: $1.00
Annual Subscription: Canada

(NB; NS; NL; ON; PE)
$25.00 (HST included)
Elsewhere in Canada:
$23.25 (GST included)

USA/Other Countries: $35.00

Advertising Rate:
$15.00 per column inch  for most ads.

Publishing Date: Friday
Deadline: Monday noon prior to the

publishing date.

Printed & Distributed by
St. Croix Printing Co. Ltd.

We acknowledge the financial support
of the Government of Canada.

The New Freeman is a
not-for-profit organization.

The opinions expressed in letters/commentaries
published in The  New Freeman, do not

necessarily represent the views of
The New Freeman, its publisher, staff, board

of  directors or the Diocese of  Saint John.
All submissions , including advertising,  are

subject to review  and editing.

New FreemanTheBy NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Chances are if you have
been able to attend mass during the pandemic,
you have been greeted by the friendly masked
face of one of the Knights of Columbus.

These men are accustomed to volunteer-
ing in their parishes, most recognizably with
fund-raising efforts (such as pancake break-
fasts and bingo), but the pandemic created a
new area of need, and the
Knights were happy to step
up.

Gerald White, state
deputy for the Knights of
Columbus shared that from
the beginning, the role of the
Knights has been to support
pastors. “To welcome peo-
ple when the churches
opened, make sure that
they’re following COVID
guidelines, and also at the
end of mass making sure
that the church is sanitized
before the next group of
people come in,” Mr. White
said. “Most of our councils
are doing that. And it’s been
working out really success-
fully for the parish. A lot of
a lot of the pastors are find-
ing that the Knights have
been the go-to people to get
involved in that.”

Mr. White said that in as-
sisting pandemic commit-
tees, “it is important for us to show ourselves
to the parishioners — that we are there, and
that we’re helping out as best we can. We’re
there to support our parish priests and to help
them whatever way we can.”

Noting that the vast majority of fund-rais-
ing efforts have ceased with Covid, Mr. White
shared that the Knights have been active in
supporting local food banks, soup kitchens,
and other organizations in need.  “A number
of councils are working on collecting food
for food baskets and Romero House,” he said.
“We have one council that collects food out-
side the church to take to Romero House,
and they’re also buying supplies. An adminis-
trator tells them what they’re short on and
the council goes out and buys it and takes it
into them. A number of our members have
been sending money to Romero House to buy
items that they may need that and don’t nor-

mally receive by donation.”
When asked how lay people can support

the Knights of Columbus during the pandemic,
Mr. White is quick in giving his answer,
“We’re always on the lookout for good men
to join our group,” he said. “As many of us
are getting older we seem to be shouldering
the burden more and more, and it’s nice to
get a few younger men. And when I say
younger, I’m talking about 50 down. You
know, that’s considered a young man in our

organization.”
Mr. White also said that he is grateful for

parishioners who offer to help with sanitizing
after mass. “In my church I’ve got a couple
of people that don’t belong to the Knights,
but they stay after mass and help the people
that are doing the cleanup and that kind of
stuff, so it’s good. And we certainly welcome
that.”

True to their motto, “In service to One, in
service to All,” the Knights of Columbus con-
tinue to be a witness of Christian charity, pro-
viding support and stability in a time of great.
For more information about the Knights of
Columbus, including how to join, visit
www.kofc.org/en/join/index.html.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Knights on the front lines
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Pope establishes World Day
of Grandparents and the Elderly
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis an-
nounced the establishment of a World Day of
Grandparents and the Elderly as a reminder
of the important role they play as a link be-
tween generations.

During his Sunday Angelus address Janu-
ary 31, the pope said the day will be celebrated
every year on the fourth Sunday of July to
coincide with the feast of Sts. Joachim and
Anne, Jesus' grandparents. The first celebra-
tion of this day will be July 25.

"It is important for grandparents to meet
their grandchildren and for grandchildren to
meet their grandparents because — as the
prophet Joel says — grandparents, before
their grandchildren, will dream and have great
desires, and young people — taking strength
from their grandparents — will go forward
and prophesy," he said.

Highlighting the February 2 feast of the
Presentation of the Lord, the pope said the
recognition of Christ as the Messiah by the
elderly Simeon and Anna is a reminder that
"the Holy Spirit still stirs up thoughts and
words of wisdom in the elderly today."

"Their voice is precious because it sings
the praises of God and safeguards the roots
of peoples," he said. "They remind us that old
age is a gift and that grandparents are the link
between generations, passing on the experi-
ence of life and faith to the young."

"Grandparents are often forgotten and we
forget this wealth of preserving roots and
passing on," he added.

In a statement published shortly after the
pope's announcement, Cardinal Kevin J.
Farrell, prefect of the Dicastery for Laity, the
Family and Life, said the yearly event was "a
gift to the whole church" that emphasizes the
pastoral care of the elderly as "a priority that
can no longer be postponed by any Christian
community."

"In the encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, the Holy
Father reminds us that no one is saved alone.
With this in mind, we must treasure the spir-
itual and human wealth that has been handed
down from generation to generation," he said.

Cardinal Farrell added that "today, more than
ever, we are committed to making every ef-
fort to dismantle the throwaway culture and
to enhance the charisms of grandparents and
the elderly."

The dicastery said Pope Francis will mark
the first World Day of Grandparents and the
Elderly July 25 with an evening mass in St. Pe-
ter's Basilica. However, the mass will be "sub-
ject to sanitary regulations in place at the time."

"Closer to the world day, the Dicastery for
Laity, the Family and Life will announce any
further initiatives that will mark the event,"
the statement said. "As of now, the dicastery
is inviting parishes and dioceses around the
world to celebrate this world day at the local
level in ways that are suited to their pastoral
context."§

Bishop Riesbeck makes virtual visit to his former high school in Ottawa
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN / OTTAWA — Students of
St. Pius X High School in Ottawa were treated
to a very special guest speaker on January 22
— alumni Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of
the Diocese of Saint John.

This school is significant not only because
it is the bishop’s alma mater but that of Fa-
ther Bob Bedard, founder of the Companions
of the Cross (the order to which Bishop
Riesbeck belongs as a priest).

As a teacher at St. Pius X for twenty years,
many of Fr. Bedard’s key teachings that shaped
his ministry and continue to have a profound
impact today were formed by relationships he
made with the students he encountered.

Chaplain Richmond Guillermo shared how
Bishop Riebeck’s words demonstrate the
legacy of Fr. Bedard that continues to be an
integral component of the life of the school.
“Because I’m a former Companions of the
Cross seminarian, I was deeply influenced by
Fr. Bob as well, and quoted his saying: “Je-
sus, if you’re real show me”, at almost every
non-eucharistic liturgy and religion class visit
for the last nine years,” Mr. Guillermo said.
“The bishop’s testimony and challenge to the
young people has reaffirmed everything I’ve
been doing as the chaplaincy leader of St. Pius
X High School. It was a real blessing to have
him visit us.  Praise be to God!”

Sharing on the topic of his call to the priest-
hood, Bishop Riesbeck recalled the evening
when a piece of scripture hit him square in
the eyes and allowed him to surrender to the
Lord’s call. This recollection impacted Nancy
Abi-Khattar, French and Modern Languages
Department head for St. Pius X School, deeply.
“When you open your heart to God, ask him
to show himself and give him permission to
work in your life, one will experience an abun-
dance of joy and fulfillment,” she said. “Bishop
Christian heard the call from Matthew 9:37,
the harvest is plentiful but the workers are

few and answered God’s Word. He is humble
and down to earth. He is an inspiration to the
young minds to follow their calls and voca-
tions. He spoke openly, honestly and with
great love — what a true blessing to have had
him with us at St. Pius X.”

Principal Alex Belloni was grateful for
Bishop Riesbeck’s visit and the message he
shared. “We are blessed to be amongst your-
selves and your messages of faith and hope
inspired us all. The seeds that you planted
today will grow.” Mr. Belloni said.

Janis Tayeye, a student of St. Pius X said
that she and her classmates were inspired by
Bishop Riesbeck’s witness and presence
among them. “What he said was very inspir-
ing and I felt his story was rather interesting
as well. I really hope that one day he can visit
our school in person because I’m sure we’d
have a lot more fun together.”

Bishop Riesbeck was grateful for the op-
portunity to meet a new generation of faithful
in this community that is so dear to his heart.
“It was so edifying in this time of pandemic
to be able to connect virtually with the faith-
filled staff and students of my alma mater,
St. Pius X High School,” he said. “It was a
true joy to share the kerygma [kerygma is a
Greek word which means proclamation] and
my vocation story with them.”

St. Pius X School operates under the Ot-
tawa Catholic School Board. The board’s
spiritual theme is “Seek Justice, Love Kind-
ness and Mercy, Walk Humbly with God.”
(Micah 6:8).  To learn more about the school
visit http://pih.ocsb.ca/home.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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The reign of God:
walking without walls

One of the striking features of rural Ireland is the network of drystone
walls that snake up and down the hillsides and valleys. These walls
create a patchwork of green and grey over the landscape. The walls
serve to divide the fields one from another.  As well, they make good
use of the many stones found when clearing the fields. They are
practical.

Walls serve many purposes. They protect.  They set limits. They
provide safety. They hold together. But fundamentally, all walls di-
vide. They all have two sides, in and out. They may be practical, but
they so often are an expression of fear and a desire to protect our-
selves and our space.

Mark, in his Gospel (Mark 1:21-28), describes Jesus coming into a
synagogue (sacred space) on a Sabbath day (a sacred time). While
teaching in this place, he encounters a man with an unclean spirit. In
Israel such a person was ritually unclean and thus to be avoided. A
person was deemed to be holy to the degree they kept away from the
unholy, the unclean. Sometimes this was certain foods, certain ac-
tions or on occasion, certain people. The man possessed of an un-
clean spirit was one of these last.

The ritual avoidance of the “unclean” manifests a fear. It could be
of a physical threat or one that stems from a spiritual danger. It cre-
ates a wall between persons or things. Seeing the man with the un-
clean spirit places him on the other side from those he encounters. He
is seen as a threat.

Jesus knows of this demand for avoidance. He does not allow
himself to be bound. Rather he crosses the boundary for the sake of
the Kingdom of God. Jesus recognizes that, far from being limited by
the ritual purity law his mission is go through the walls to bring life
and release to those in need. In doing so, he brings the Kingdom near,
with its liberation and its healing.

We live in a world of walls, some useful, but many hurtful and
divisive. Often these walls reduce our humanity. They narrow our
vision. They make us less than we have the possibility of being. The
Kingdom that Jesus proclaims by his words and actions calls us to

become the humanity of God’s dream.
Our experience of COVID 19 is one

of those moments when we face
choices for the Kingdom, choices that
can bring life and liberation to ourselves
and for our world. Globally, the good news has been that in less than
a year, we have seen the development of vaccines. Now the challenge
is to distribute them as broadly as possible.

Pope Francis, in his recent encyclical commented on the promise
that has emerged with the pandemic. Like many, both globally and
locally, he has seen a sense of “we are in this together”. What we all
might have seen is the we have discovered that we cannot address
such a global or personal challenge on our own, we need one another.
As Francis puts it: Amid this storm, [we begin to gain a] blessed
awareness that we are part of one another, that we are brothers and
sisters of one another. (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 2020)

This sense of breaking down the walls that divide us and the open-
ness to being one family, one human community, globally and locally,
is fragile. It is easy for self-interest and separation to impede its con-
tinuance of growth. The walls can so easily be rebuilt.

At the end of his encyclical, Pope Francis offers this prayer for us
all:  May our hearts be open to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognize the goodness and beauty that you have sown in
each of us, and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, and
shared dreams.  Amen.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories:
God and us

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Catechists must share God's love, uphold church teaching, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Religious education must focus on leading people
to a personal relationship with Christ and building a community of believ-
ers where the talents of each person are valued and where all go out to
share the Gospel and serve the poor, Pope Francis said.

"The first protagonists of catechesis are those messengers of the
Gospel, often lay people, who generously get involved to share the
beauty of having encountered Jesus," the pope said January 30 to
participants in a meeting organized by the Italian bishops' National
Catechetical Office.

Catechesis must "express God's saving love, which precedes any
moral and religious obligation on our part," he said. "'You are loved,
you are loved' — this comes first; this is the gateway."

Catechesis does "not impose the truth but appeals to freedom, like
Jesus did," he said, and "it should be marked by joy, encouragement,
liveliness and a harmonious balance which will not reduce preaching
to a few doctrines which are at times more philosophical than evan-
gelical."

However, he said, a catechist always must teach what the church

teaches and that includes the vision and teachings of the Second Vati-
can Council.

"This is magisterium: the council is the magisterium of the church," he
said. "Either you are with the church and therefore you follow the council,
or if you do not follow the council or you interpret it in your own way, as
you wish, you are not with the church."

"We must be demanding and strict on this point," the pope said.
"Selectivity with respect to the council" is something that has hap-

pened throughout the history of the church with its various councils,
he said. "It makes me think of a group of bishops who, after Vatican
I (1869-70), left with a group of lay people, of groups, to continue
the 'true doctrine' that was not that of Vatican I."

"Today they ordain women," the pope said, apparently referring to
the Old Catholic Churches that are part of the Union of Utrecht.

"Please," the pope told the group, "no concessions to those who try
to present a catechesis that does not agree with the magisterium of
the church."

Pope Francis also told the group that after five years of on-again,
off-again discussions, the Italian bishops' conference "must begin the
process for a national synod — community by community, diocese

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Our unconscious search for God
How do we search for God?
It is easy to misunderstand what that means. We are forever search-

ing for God, though mostly without knowing it. Usually, we think of
our search for God as a conscious religious search, as something we
do out of a spiritual side of ourselves. We tend to think of things this
way: I have my normal life and its pursuits and, if I am so inclined, on
the side, I might have a spiritual or religious pursuit wherein I try
through prayer, reflection, and religious practices to get to know God.
This is an unfortunate misunderstanding. Our normal search for mean-
ing, fulfillment, and even for pleasure, is in fact our search for God.

What do we naturally search for in life? By nature, we search for
meaning, love, a soulmate, friendship, emotional connection, sexual
fulfillment, significance, recognition, knowledge, creativity, play, hu-
mour, and pleasure. However, we tend not to see these pursuits as
searching for God.  In pursuing these things, we rarely, if ever, see
them in any conscious way as our way of searching for God. In our
minds, we are simply looking for happiness, meaning, fulfillment,
and pleasure, and our search for God is something we need to do in
another way, more consciously through some explicit religious prac-
tices.

Well, we are not the first persons to think like that. It has always
been this way. For instance, St. Augustine struggled with exactly this,
until one day he realized something. A searcher by temperament, Au-
gustine spent the first thirty-four years of his life pursuing the things
of this world: learning, meaning, love, sex, and a prestigious career.
However, even before his conversion, there was a desire in him for
God and the spiritual. However, like us, he saw that as a separate
desire from what he was yearning for in the world. Only after his
conversion did he realize something. Here is how he famously ex-
pressed it:

“Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have
I loved you! You were within me, but I was outside, and it was there
that I searched for you. In my unloveliness I plunged into the lovely
things which you created. You were with me, but I was not with you.

… You called, you shouted, and you broke
through my deafness. You flashed, you
shone, and you dispelled my blindness.”

This is an honest admission that he lived
a good number of years not loving God; but it is also an admission
that, during those years, he had massively misunderstood something
and that misunderstanding lay at the root of his failure. What was that
misunderstanding?

Reading his confession we tend to focus on the first part of it,
namely, on his realization that God was inside of him all the while, but
that he was not inside of himself. This is a perennial struggle for us
too. Less obvious in this confession and something that is also a
perennial struggle for us, is his recognition that for all those years
while he was searching for life in the world, a search he generally
understood as having nothing to do with God, he was actually searching
for God. What he was looking for in all those worldly things and
pleasures was in fact the person of God.  Indeed, his confession
might be recast this way:

Late, late, have I loved you because I was outside of myself while
all the while you were inside me, but I wasn’t home, and I had no idea
it was you I was actually looking for in the world. I never connected
that search to you. In my mind, I was not looking for you; I was
looking for what would bring me meaning, love, significance, sexual
fulfillment, knowledge, pleasure, and a prestigious career. Never did I
connect my longing for these things with my longing for you. I had
no idea that everything I was chasing, all those things I was lonely
for, were already inside me, in you. Late, late, have I understood that.
Late, late, have I learned that what I am so deeply hungry and lonely
for is contained inside of you. All these years, I never connected my
restlessness, my seemingly selfish and lustful pursuit of things, with
you. Everything I am lonely for is inside of you and you are inside of
me. Late, late, have I realized this.

We are fired into life with a madness that comes from the gods. So
say the Greek Stoics. They are right. Our whole life is simply a search
to respond to that divine madness inside us, a madness Christians
identify with infinite yearnings of the soul. Given those yearnings, like
Augustine, we plunge into the world searching for meaning, love, a
soulmate, friendship, emotional connection, sexual fulfillment, sig-
nificance, recognition, knowledge, creativity, and pleasure, and that
earthy pursuit, perhaps more than our explicit religious pursuits, is in
fact our search for God.

Best to realize this early, so we do not have to write: “Late, late,
have I loved you!”

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paridise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
by diocese."

The bishops, religious and laypeople who gathered in Florence in 2015
for the Italian church's national convention, held every 10 years, spoke
about the idea of having a synod, but no formal steps were taken to
organize it. "Now, take it up again. It's time," the pope said.

Quoting from his speech to the convention delegates in Florence,
Pope Francis told members of the catechetical office that religious
education must place the community dimension of the church at its
centre.

"This is not the time for elitist strategies," he said. "This is the time
to be artisans of open communities that know how to value the tal-
ents of each one. It is a time for missionary communities, free and
disinterested, that do not seek relevance and advantage, but walk the
paths of the people of our time, bending down to those on the mar-
gins."

"It is the time for communities that can look disappointed young
people in the eye, that welcome strangers and give hope to the dis-
heartened," he said. "It is a time for communities that fearlessly dia-
logue with those who have different ideas. It is a time for communi-
ties that, like the good Samaritan, know how to draw near to those
wounded by life, to bind up their wounds with compassion."§

Catechists must share God's love
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By MARY ANN STEUTERMANN

Reprinted with permission St. Anthony’s Messenger, March 2021

Ash Wednesday tends to get a bad rap. At first glance, the begin-
ning of Lent each year doesn’t seem to have a very uplifting message.
When we receive ashes on our foreheads, we are reminded that we
are dust and to dust we shall return. But “returning to dust” doesn’t
sound all that positive, does it? Death isn’t something we like to think
about, much less celebrate, in our liturgy and prayer.

If we take a closer look, though, we find that the message of Ash
Wednesday has far more to do with life than with death. It’s much
more about what it means to be human — on this side of death’s
door, not only beyond. Being human means being both blessed and
broken, and Ash Wednesday is a special invitation to look at our own
brokenness in a way that can bring healing, strength, and courage.

Of course, brokenness is never the goal, even if we can encounter
God through the process. We don’t set out to come up short, make
mistakes, or feel “less than.” But we often do, a reality that is one
mysterious thread within the intricate tapestry of human life. We have
another word for this kind of brokenness, one that captures our es-
sence as incomplete all on our own. That word is vulnerable.

Embracing vulnerability
Vulnerability has become something of a buzzword in recent years.

A simple online search of the word turns up countless videos, arti-
cles, and book titles. But what does it really mean?

To be vulnerable is to be exposed, to be open. Being vulnerable
means that the parts of ourselves that are not strong and beautiful are
visible to others. Brene Brown, research professor at the University
of Houston and best-selling author, has become something of a cul-
tural icon as a “vulnerability guru.” In her words, vulnerability is “having
the courage to show up and be seen when we have no control over
the outcome.”

Have you ever tried something new without being sure it would
turn out OK? Then you have been vulnerable because you allowed
failure to be a real possibility. Have you ever forgiven someone who
betrayed you? Then you have been vulnerable because you opened
yourself to being hurt again.

Have you ever asked for help? You have been vulnerable because
you risked having your weaknesses exposed. Have you ever loved
another person? You have been vulnerable because you took a chance
on the other person not returning that love.

Life affords us many opportunities to choose to accept vulnerabil-
ity. We can choose to share our feelings in a relationship without
knowing how the other person will respond. We can choose to take a
chance on a new career path, knowing that we may not succeed. But
we aren’t always able to choose the kinds of vulnerability we experi-
ence. Life also forces us into brokenness entirely against our will.

We are thrown into a terrible, frightening vulnerability when our
closest friend moves far away, when our kid drops out of school,
when we learn about the affair, when the biopsy results come back
positive. Never in a million years would we choose these or many
other challenges thrust upon us.

Jesus had a lot to say about this kind of vulnerability. In fact, the

Dust to dust
More than simply a call to give up creature comforts, Lent invites us to

confront our vulnerability and embrace our brokenness
beatitudes are the blueprint he laid out to help us honour our broken
parts as a means of growth and transformation. He taught that being
vulnerable — in other words, being poor or meek, feeling sorrowful
or persecuted—is an opportunity to encounter the divine.

Suffering has a way of stripping us of our ego and false notions of
self-sufficiency, which makes room for an experience of the divine.
In accepting our faults, challenges, and pain, we create a space for
God’s grace to work its inscrutable magic in our lives. Being vulner-
able is the door through which we must travel to become the best,
most authentic versions of ourselves.

Allowing ourselves to be vulnerable is how we accept our broken-
ness. The dust of Ash Wednesday is a powerful reminder of the
vulnerability that is part of our spiritual DNA as human beings.

Rethinking repentance
If Ash Wednesday today can remind us less about death and more

about the mystery of vulnerability in life, then does the traditional
focus on repentance still make sense? Absolutely!

But it may call us to rethink its purpose. John the Baptist preached
repentance, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is near.” It’s easy to see
his prophecy as an apocalyptic warning of imminent damnation if we
don’t get our collective act together. But an interpretation of repent-
ance that’s more consistent with the God of love and mercy is less
about warning and more about promise. John’s message doesn’t have
to be his way of threatening us into good behaviour, a New Testa-
ment version of “Wait till your father gets home!” Instead, it can be
an invitation to make room in our hearts and lives for a God who
wants to fill up our empty spaces and doesn’t take no for an answer.

Repentance isn’t all about feeling guilt and shame for our short-
comings. The word’s Latin root, paenitentia, has several nuanced
shades of meaning, but they all boil down to one thing — a sense of
“lacking.” Repentance, then, is an acceptance of the fact that we do
not hold all the cards, that we are not “enough” all on our own. Put
another way, it’s a way of embracing our vulnerability and broken-
ness. The dust of Ash Wednesday reminds us that life is larger than
our individual experiences of it. We are not in control.

(continued on page 11)

Beatitudes
• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
• Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
• Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
• Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be satisfied.
• Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
• Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.
• Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.
• Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
• Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter
every kind of evil against you [falsely] because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.
Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:3–12
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Churches demand Canada join nuke treaty
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — The Canadian Council of Churches has again called
on Canada to sign and ratify the United Nations Treaty on the Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons as the treaty became officially part of
international law on January 22.

“Nuclear weapons are evil and they present a unique, existential
threat to humanity,” CCC Justice and Peace Commission chair Sister
Donna Geernaert wrote in a January 19 letter to Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Marc Garneau.

But Global Affairs Canada isn’t biting.
“Substantive progress on non-proliferation and disarmament can

only come via initiatives that engage all states, including those which
possess nuclear weapons,” Global Affairs spokesperson Grantly
Franklin said in an e-mail to The Catholic Register.

Ever since groups began organizing and pushing for the new nu-
clear weapons’ treaty in 2010, Canada has stood with the 29 other
NATO member states in refusing to engage in treaty negotiations, to
vote on the treaty or to acknowledge it has now been ratified by 52
UN member states, surpassing the 50 states necessary to bring it into
force under international law. The Vatican signed and ratified the treaty
as soon as it was opened for signatures September 20, 2017.

NATO policy retains a right of first use of nuclear weapons to
defend against possible attack by an enemy. Current policy also envi-
sions the possibility of a limited, strategic nuclear exchange. The NATO
director of nuclear policy has stated that “NATO will remain a nuclear
alliance as long as nuclear weapons exist.”

All 26 member churches of the Canadian Council of Churches urged
Ottawa to sign and ratify the treaty in 2018, a few months after it
passed in a 122-to-one vote at the UN. This time the churches are
hoping the lessons of the COVID pandemic might persuade the gov-
ernment to think globally and act on the treaty, Geernaert said.

Whether it’s health, the environment or the threat of war, the COVID
crisis demonstrates how any global challenge must be confronted
with a decisive and co-ordinated response, she said. If only one per
cent of the world’s 13,400 nuclear weapons were to be used, they
would likely kill millions in the immediate blast, but the effects would
wash over the entire globe, causing nuclear winter, famine and the
death of billions.

“There’s no way that could be restrained,” Sr. Geernaert said. “We
saw with Chernobyl that it goes across the globe. That’s what COVID
has done — we’re all connected.”

Sr. Geernaert believes Pope Francis has summed up common sense
on nuclear weapons.

“According to Pope Francis, and I think he’s right, if you’ve got them
there’s always the possibility you’re going to use them,” she said.

While the churches demand signing and ratification of the nuclear
treaty, a coalition of 110 peace, faith, women’s and environmental
groups is asking Parliament to take some intermediate steps to inch
Canada toward joining the treaty. In an appeal to legislators, the coa-
lition has asked for public hearings into the treaty before the House of
Commons Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International
Development.

Global Affairs claims “Canada has long been an important player in
global nuclear disarmament and remains committed to achieving a
world free of nuclear weapons.”

By keeping communications open with NATO and “all stakeholders,”

Canada can play a role in reducing the threat of nuclear war, said Mr.
Franklin.

“Canada will continue to act as a bridge-builder, working to unite
states in taking concrete steps towards a world free of nuclear weap-
ons,” he said.§

Pope urges nations to create
a world free from nuclear arms
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Marking the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nu-
clear Weapons that came into force January 22, Pope Francis en-
couraged nations to work toward a world free from all nuclear arms.

The treaty is the first legally binding international agreement to pro-
hibit signatory states from the development, testing, production, stock-
piling, stationing, transfer, use and threat of use of nuclear weapons,
as well as assisting with and encouraging such activities.

Nuclear weapons have an "indiscriminate impact" as they can "strike
large numbers of people in a short space of time and provoke long-lasting
damage to the environment," the pope said during his weekly general
audience, livestreamed from the library of the Apostolic Palace.

The pope "strongly encouraged" all nations and people "to work
with determination to promote the conditions necessary for a world
without nuclear arms, contributing to the advancement of peace and
multilateral cooperation, which humanity greatly needs today."

The Holy See was the among the first to ratify the treaty, which
was approved by 122 U.N. members. Netherlands was the only country
to vote against it while Singapore abstained.

Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, Vatican secretary for relations
with states, signed it at the United Nations in New York the first day
it was open for signatures in September 2017.

The treaty came into force January 22, three months after the re-
quired 50th nation ratified the historic document, which resulted from
months of negotiations led by non-nuclear countries.

The Holy See was a key participant in the process that led to draft-
ing the treaty, providing encouragement and advice to negotiators,
according to Jesuit Father Drew Christiansen, a nuclear weapons
expert who is professor of ethics and global development at
Georgetown University.

The nuclear nations and those under the U.S. nuclear umbrella op-
posed the measure and played little if any role in negotiations. In addi-
tion to the U.S., the countries possessing nuclear weapons are Rus-
sia, China, United Kingdom, France, Israel, India, Pakistan and North
Korea.

Data from various sources, including the U.S. Department of State
and the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, show that
the nine countries hold an estimated 13,440 nuclear weapons.§
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UN marks first International Day of Human Fraternity
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“If the conviction that all human beings
are brothers and sisters is not to remain an
abstract idea but to find concrete embodiment,
then numerous related issues emerge, forcing
us to see things in a new light and to develop
new responses.” (Fratelli Tutti, 128)

In October of 2020, on the feast of St.
Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis released the
encyclical Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and
Social Friendship. It is a rich document that
takes on human relationships and what it
means to truly care for the other. The pope
said, “it is my desire that, in this our time, by
acknowledging the dignity of each human
person, we can contribute to the rebirth of a
universal aspiration to fraternity... No one can
face life in isolation… We need a community
that supports and helps us, in which we can
help one another to keep looking ahead.”

In December 2020, the UN officially pro-
claimed February 4 the International Day for
Human Fraternity. In the resolution for this
proclamation the UN cited “the importance
of raising awareness about different cultures
and religions or beliefs and of education in
the promotion of tolerance, which involves
the acceptance by the public of and its re-
spect for religious and cultural diversity.” We
are challenged daily to overcome barriers and

see the humanity of the one in front of us.
The movement of Communion and Libera-

tion takes on the topic of human fraternity in
its February issue of the publication Traces,
(available at clonline.org), noting that, “The
encyclical makes us uneasy about even the
most ordinary conflicts and opens up many
questions, with one question at the founda-
tion of them all: How can being “saved to-
gether” go beyond a mere intention, a utopic
dream, or a voluntaristic effort that would
merely result in skepticism?...Francis writes
that there can be no solid and stable reasons
for an appeal to fraternity ‘without an open-
ness to the Father of all. Only with this aware-
ness that we are not orphans, but children,
can we live in peace with one another’.”

Encouraging Catholics to take part in the
International Day for Human Fraternity, Pope
Francis said in his January video At the Serv-
ice of Human Fraternity: “Fraternity leads us
to open ourselves to the Father of all and to
see in the other a brother, a sister, to share
life, or to support one another, to love, to
know.” In these times when it seems easier
to focus on what divides us, how can remain
true to our identity as Christians, living our
call to be missionary disciples and proclaim
Christ to the ends of the earth? For this we
need look no further than the example of our
Lord, who always began with the relation-
ship. Conversion comes first from an open-

ness, and an awareness that we are loved.
Once the seeds of love take root the Lord will
guide us together along the path of truth where
we can all be saved, together.

“Let us dream, then, as a single human fam-
ily, as fellow travellers sharing the same flesh,
as children of the same earth which is our com-
mon home, each of us bringing the richness of
his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us
with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters
all,” Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti.

The Vatican announced that Pope Francis
was to participate in a meeting hosted by the
United Nations to mark the first International
Day of Human Fraternity.

According to a statement published Febru-
ary 1 by the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue, the pope was to take
part in the February 4 virtual event, which
was to be hosted in Abu Dhabi by Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed, the crown prince.

For more information on participating in the
UN International Day for Human Fraternity visit
www.HumanFraternityDay.org. The meeting will
be broadcast in several languages from 2.30 pm
(Rome time), 1.30 pm (GMT) or 9:30 am (At-
lantic Time), on the Vatican News website,
www.vaticannews.va/en.html.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

What’s next for Alberta? How does the Church help?
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

With the stroke of a pen, U.S. President
Joe Biden didn’t just cancel the Keystone XL
pipeline. In the eyes of some, he’s cancelled
Alberta.
Pipeline owner TC Energy Corp. almost im-
mediately informed its employees it will elimi-
nate more than 1,000 good-paying construc-
tion jobs across both Alberta and the
midwestern states. But beyond the immedi-
ate job losses, the end of Keystone XL is
emblematic for many Albertans who used to
sport ‘I am Alberta oil’ bumper stickers handed
out by the Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers, said Alberta sociologist and envi-
ronmentalist Randy Haluza-DeLay.

“An identity claim (based on oil) is being
formulated here,” said Mr. Haluza-DeLay,
who edited the 2013 book How The World’s
Religions Are Responding to Climate Change.

Over years of running seminars on climate
change for faith groups in Alberta, Mr. Haluza-

DeLay has noticed a shift in attitudes. While
there’s a core that ideologically rejects Pope
Francis’ 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’ and any
suggestion that an inevitable shift away from
oil will require sacrifice, most accept the cli-
mate is changing, he said.

A Pembina Institute poll released January
15 found 68 per cent of Albertans support
Ottawa’s goal of achieving net-zero emissions
by 2050. However, that goal doesn’t change
Alberta’s immediate concern over losing the
$8 billion Keystone project. Almost three quar-
ters of Albertans (72 per cent) want Ottawa
to push Mr. Biden to reverse his decision,
compared to 26 per cent of Quebeckers and
38 per cent of Ontarians. Only in Alberta and
Saskatchewan is there a majority in support
of efforts to rescue the pipeline, according to
a new poll from the Angus Reid Institute.

While most Canadians acknowledge can-
celling Keystone will be bad for Alberta (65
per cent, according to Angus Reid), Canadi-
ans outside Alberta and Saskatchewan think
it’s time to move on.

But knowing the age of oil is over doesn’t
translate into knowing what to do next, or
knowing what Alberta or an Albertan is in a
post-oil world, Western Canadian theologians
and religious studies professors told The
Catholic Register.

“A lot of people’s jobs depend on the oil
and gas and that’s changing. People are scared
about the change. I think fear is a bigger fac-
tor than anything else,” said Mr. Haluza-DeLay.

The Church needs to respond to both the
immediate needs of people and families who
have lost their jobs and to communities that
have to reimagine who and what they are,
said philosophy and Catholic Studies profes-
sor Timothy Harvie of Calgary’s St. Mary’s
University.

“This is a great time to reorient ourselves,
to be creative again,” he said.

Catholics should look to Pope Francis as
they think through both the future and the
immediate needs of unemployed neighbours,
Mr. Harvie suggested.

(continued on page 11)
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‘Scripture not meant to be stuck on paper but fixed in one's heart’
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Praying with Scripture
is not meant to be a mindless repetition of
biblical quotes but instead is a gift that is meant
to be accepted in people's hearts, Pope
Francis said.

During his weekly general audience Janu-
ary 27, the pope said the words contained in
Scripture were "not written to remain impris-
oned on papyrus, parchment or paper, but to
be received by a person who prays, making
them blossom in his or her heart."

He also said Christians must not exploit the
Bible or use it for "ulterior motives" like justi-
fying "his or her own philosophical and moral
view."

"It irritates me a little when I hear Chris-

Verify before sharing 'news,' pope says in Communications Day message
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — In the age of instant
communications and fake news, journalists
— like everyone else — need to recover the
practice of going out and verifying informa-
tion before they share it, Pope Francis said.

"'Come and see' is the simplest method to
get to know a situation. It is the most honest
test of every message, because, in order to
know, we need to encounter, to let the per-
son in front of me speak, to let his or her
testimony reach me," the pope wrote in his
message for the Catholic Church's celebra-
tion of World Communications Day.

The message was released at the end of
January, the eve of the feast of St. Francis de
Sales, patron saint of journalists. At the Vati-
can and in most countries, World Communi-
cations Day will be celebrated May 16.

Pope Francis chose Come and See —
Communicating by Encountering People as
They Are as the theme for the 2021 celebration,
explaining that "Come and see" is the invitation
Jesus gave to his first disciples and the invitation
they gave to others as faith in Jesus spread.

The pope paid homage to journalists who
have risked their lives going into the field to
cover, verify and share stories the world
needed to know, especially "about the hard-
ships endured by persecuted minorities in
various parts of the world, numerous cases
of oppression and injustice inflicted on the
poor and on the environment, and many wars
that otherwise would be overlooked."

"It would be a loss not only for news re-

porting, but for society and for democracy
as a whole, were those voices to fade away,"
he said. "Our entire human family would be
impoverished."

But he also railed against those who report
or share information that has not been veri-
fied and that has no basis in fact.

"We have known for some time that news
and even images can be easily manipulated
for any number of reasons, at times simply
for sheer narcissism," he said.

"All of us are responsible for the commu-
nications we make, for the information we
share, for the control that we can exert over
fake news by exposing it," the pope wrote.
"All of us are to be witnesses of the truth: to
go, to see and to share."

Recognizing the limits many media outlets
face because of budget constraints and the
restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the pope nevertheless pleaded for a
return to real investigative and on-the-spot
reporting and serious efforts to get away from
simply repeating an outlet's "standard, often
tendentious narrative."

Without real, honest reporting, he said,
media cannot help people understand the truth
of what is happening in the world and in the
lives of other people.

Television, newspapers, radio, the internet
and social media can make people feel con-
nected, he said, but "we remain mere specta-
tors" if they don't also allow people to en-
counter others and hear their stories.

"In communications, nothing can ever com-
pletely replace seeing things in person," he
said. "We do not communicate merely with

words, but with our eyes, the tone of our
voice and our gestures."

Interaction and dialogue are essential to real
communication, Pope Francis said. He quoted
William Shakespeare, who described some-
one who "speaks an infinite deal of nothing."

"We think of how much empty rhetoric
abounds, even in our time, in all areas of pub-
lic life, in business as well as politics," the
pope said. Unfortunately, the same thing hap-
pens "to us as Christian communicators."

"The Good News of the Gospel spread
throughout the world as a result of person-
to-person, heart-to-heart encounters with men
and women who accepted the invitation to
'come and see,' and were struck by the sur-
plus of humanity that shone through the gaze,
the speech and the gestures of those who bore
witness to Jesus Christ," the pope said.

Catholics using the media, professionally
or personally, must do so in a way that spreads
faith in a loving God and attracts people to
Christ, he said, adding that he was convinced
St. Paul, "that great communicator," would
"certainly have made use of email and social
messaging" to share the Gospel.

  But St. Paul's communication skills were
not the key to his success, the pope said; "it
was his faith, hope and charity."
  The pope ended his message with a prayer
for communicators, asking God to help them
go out in the search of truth, to listen and to
shun prejudice and "hasty conclusions."
  "Grant us the grace to recognize your dwell-
ing places in our world and the honesty needed
to tell others what we have seen," the prayer
said.§

tians who recite verses from the Bible like
parrots: 'Oh, yes, the Lord says (this), he
wants this,'" the pope said, departing from
his prepared remarks.

"But did you encounter the Lord with that
verse? It is not a question only of memory; it
is a question of the memory of the heart, that
which opens you to the encounter with the
Lord. And that word, that verse, leads you to
the encounter with the Lord," he said.

Livestreaming his audience from the library
of the Apostolic Palace, the pope continued
his series of talks on prayer by looking at how
Christians pray with Scripture.

"The Bible was not written for a generic
humanity, but for us, for me, for you, for
men and women in flesh and blood, men and
women who have a name and a surname,
like me, like you," he said.

The Christian tradition of "Lectio Divina,"
reflecting on and praying with the biblical read-
ings, allows Christians to enter "into dialogue
with the Scripture," he said. And recognizing
oneself in a particular passage, biblical char-
acter or situation "is a grace."

However, he added, praying with Scripture
is "delicate" because those who pray "must
not slip into subjective interpretations" but in-
stead be united to Scripture and view it as "an
icon to be contemplated."

Pope Francis said the word of God "inspires
good intentions," gives strength and serenity
to those in need and "even when it challenges
us, it gives us peace."

"On 'weird' and confusing days, it guaran-
tees the heart a core of confidence and of
love that protects it from the attacks of the
evil one," he said.§
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February 7, 2020   Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Job 7.1-4, 6-7

Sorrow fills all my days.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 147.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R. 1a, 3)
R. Lord, this is the company of those who seek your face.

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 9.16-19, 22-23
Woe to me if I do not proclaim the Gospel!

Gospel: Mark 1.29-39
Jesus cured many who were sick with various diseases.

Sunday’s Liturgy

As resources shrink, Quebec Archdiocese reorganizes parishes for outreach
By PHILIPPE VAILLANCOURT
Catholic News Service

QUEBEC CITY — The Arch-
diocese of Quebec announced its
intention to reorganize its parishes
to focus on local missionary ac-
tivities. This move comes as hu-
man and material resources con-
tinue to diminish.

At least 75% of the parishes will
be affected by this change, in
both urban and rural areas.

In a video, Cardinal Gerald
Lacroix stressed that the church
of Quebec was born out of mis-
sion. But, he said, it is now clear
that the parish system that had a
strong impact on French Cana-
dian society is not sustainable and
needs to evolve.

"We can no longer be satisfied
with giving good pastoral serv-
ices to the people who faithfully
participate in our assemblies and
movements," said Cardinal

Over the past decade, the
number of parishes in the Arch-
diocese of Quebec decreased
from 200 to 38. These 38 par-
ishes were then organized into 29
large "pastoral units."

"For a long time now, the re-
sources available have not al-
lowed us to appoint pastors and
other pastoral collaborators in suf-
ficient numbers to meet the needs
of all the communities," con-
firmed Marie Chrétien, diocesan
pastoral coordinator. "We now
lack the resources to assign a
pastoral team to each of these
large units."

From now on, the diocese will
constitute expanded pastoral
units, which will be articulated
around new teams that will col-
laborate with people involved in
the various areas.

The communications director
of the Archdiocese of Quebec,
Valérie Roberge-Dion, said that, in
a first step, 22 of the 29 pastoral
units will become 10 missionary
units. Human resources will be
shared, but no juridical grouping of
parishes — a process that ended in
2019 for the Archdiocese of Que-
bec — is expected initially.

QUEBEC CITY — Cardinal
Gerald Lacroix of Quebec
gestures as he speaks in a
video message January 19,
2021. (CNS/screenshot YouTube)

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com

Lacroix. "These people now rep-
resent a tiny part of the popula-
tion entrusted to us."

Quebec Auxiliary Bishop Marc
Pelchat added that in recent years,
the life of the parishes has relied on
teams that have carried out "almost
everything" of the daily function-
ing, often focusing on "expected
services."

"We must now reorient our pas-
toral teams toward a more in-
tensely missionary activity, turned
toward the people and groups that
we reach too little," said Bishop
Pelchat.

This call to go beyond the usual
frameworks aims at "freeing en-
ergies" to better reach out to the
population that is currently not
reached by the church's message.

Priests, deacons and laypeople
must "envisage working to
spread the Gospel message out-
side our usual frameworks," with
new means, in new territories,

Cardinal Lacroix said.

These changes will be made for
the pastoral year that begins Au-
gust 1. In the meantime, the dio-
cese intends to continue consulta-
tions to "clarify the roles and re-
sponsibilities of each one" and to
determine according to which new
financial and administrative agree-
ments the parishes will continue to
operate.

Cardinal Lacroix said he be-
lieves it will be necessary to get
used to a "new face of the or-
ganization of the church." He
called on employees to welcome
these changes and invited them
to see how they can collaborate.

 He also announced other
changes anticipated for the
church of Quebec. He raised the
possibility that eucharistic cel-
ebrations could eventually be cen-
tred around "a few central
churches."

 "The use of our places of wor-
ship and other buildings will have
to be re-evaluated, for the finan-
cial weight of these has increased
and considerably restricts our
ability to fulfill our essential mis-
sion," he said. "The number of
eucharistic celebrations will also
have to be reviewed, because
priests, far fewer in number than
before, cannot limit themselves to
multiplying sacramental celebra-
tions while neglecting other forms
of presence."

 He said he also expected the dio-
cese will have fewer paid person-
nel and more volunteers.§
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(continued from page 8)
“These people are in very real need,” he

said. ”This is why we need, and Pope Francis
again has called for, robust systems of aid
and solidarity and practical social safety nets
to be part of our society.”

Whether the Church in Canada will in fact
respond pastorally to the new reality is a ques-
tion very much up in the air, said Regina
archdiocesan theologian Brett Salkeld.

“What is far more likely, it seems to me, is
that the Church — I don’t just mean the
clergy, but all of us — are almost certainly
going to just divide along partisan lines on this,”
Mr. Salkeld said. “We’re in a cultural context
where it’s so easy to be subsumed by ideol-
ogy. We ignore the resources in our own
Catholic tradition to address (issues). Whether
it’s an economic question, a pastoral ques-
tion, a political question, we have resources.”

Mr. Salkeld has no doubt that pastors will
respond spiritually and practically to families
that have lost jobs and income. But whether
the Church will help communities to come
together and discover a new hope, a new sense
of the future, or leave them stewing in anger
and resentment, is very much in doubt.

“What is going to be the response of the
Church?” Salkeld asked. “God I wish it was
compassion for the unemployed and also a
commitment to the environment. Could we
do both of those together?”

“People are entitled to just employment and
labour,” said St. Joseph’s College, University
of Alberta philosophy professor Nathan
Kowalsky.

The good news is that just employment is
exactly what Pope Francis demands in
Laudato Si’ and it’s what proponents of a
“green new deal” or “just transition” are striv-
ing for, said Mr. Kowalsky. The tendency of

Alberta media and politicians to dismiss seri-
ous talk about changing the economy keeps
many Alberta Catholics from bringing their
faith to bear on these questions, he said.

Moral questions about oil sands develop-
ment were raised in Alberta long before
Laudato Si’, in a 2009 pastoral letter from St.
Paul Bishop Luc Bouchard.

“The moral question has been left to mar-
ket forces and self-regulation to resolve, when
what is urgently required is moral vision and
leadership,” Mr. Bouchard wrote.

Not facing up to the moral question then,
or even earlier, has led Alberta to its present
dilemma, Haluza-DeLay said.

“So now they are struggling with questions
about if this is what we’re so dependent on,
what do we do now?” he said. “This is such
a big question for Alberta.”

The solution, at least for Catholic Albertans,
should be to look again at the traditional Catho-
lic approach to big questions, said Harvie. “As
Catholics, we are used to taking the long view.
We are used to viewing things with an eye
that isn’t simply determined by economic in-
terests or the interests of those in power,” he
said.

In Saskatchewan, Salkeld fears that ideol-
ogy will overwhelm any truly Catholic proc-
ess of discernment about the future.

“One group will use this to say, ‘This is
why this environmentalism stuff is bogus and
look now, it’s cost people their livelihoods and
are you happy now you liberals?’ And the
other group is going to say Alberta shouldn’t
have had all its eggs in one basket,” Mr. Salkeld
said.

“We need voices in the Church — bishops,
lay people, priests, everyone — who can ar-
ticulate these issues from a Catholic point of
view first.” §

(continued from page 6)
A focus on giving

Being broken means that healing is needed,
so the age-old Lenten practices of fasting,
almsgiving, and prayer are not only relevant
today but also perhaps more needed than ever.
It’s in giving up our reliance on those things
we don’t absolutely need, giving to those in
greater need than ourselves, and giving in to
God’s presence in our lives that we are able
to look our own “lacking” straight in the eye.
It’s how we become aware of both the bless-
ing and the brokenness of our human condi-
tion.

Dust to dust

How does the Church help?

Giving up: Fasting, a spiritual practice that
has declined in popularity over the years, has
made a comeback in a less-than-spiritual way.
“Intermittent fasting” is all the rage lately on
nutrition websites and in best-selling books.
But when fasting is understood not as a
weight-loss technique but as a way of letting
go of our reliance on things we don’t actually
need, it can be a powerful form of prayer.
It’s fine to give up desserts for Lent if that
helps us reflect on the things we can do with-
out. Perhaps it can be more powerful, though,
to “fast” from gossip or unnecessary spend-
ing or an insistence on having the last word.

Fasting is a way to experience our own “lack-
ing” in a transformative way.

Giving to: Almsgiving, which means the
giving of money or food to those in need, is
another traditional Lenten practice. This, too,
is relevant for us today during Lent — and all
year long — because it is how we recognize
that we aren’t the only ones who are vulner-
able. The world is full of others just like us in
our lacking. They may be vulnerable in dif-
ferent ways than we are, but by reaching out
to them in their need, we bear witness to their
pain. By standing in solidarity with their bro-
kenness, we take steps toward being healed
of our own.

Giving in: Prayer as a spiritual practice
never goes out of style. Not only during Lent
but throughout the entire year, prayer is a pow-
erful way of participating in divine commu-
nity. By lifting our own broken pieces and
those of others in prayer, we attest to — rather
than run from — the vulnerable parts of our
lives. Prayer connects us with each other and
with God. This sacred unity connects our in-
dividual broken pieces with those of others,
creating a beautiful new kind of wholeness.

Our Lenten invitation
Too often, we approach Ash Wednesday

with liturgical gloom and doom. It’s the “black
sheep” of the family of dark solemnities in
the liturgical calendar, failing even to garner
status as a holy day of obligation. But when
painted in this light, it’s easy to miss its beau-
tiful invitation to claim our brokenness, em-
brace our vulnerability, and stand in solidarity
with all those who do the same.

God is ready to heal our woundedness, to
make us more whole than ever before. Ash
Wednesday is our call to make room for the di-
vine dance to work its sacred magic within us.

Mary Ann Steutermann is the director of
campus ministry at Assumption High School,
a Catholic all-girls school in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. She’s also a freelance writer whose ar-
ticles have been published in this magazine
and on the popular Catholic website
BustedHalo.com. Ms. Steutermann lives in
Louisville with her husband and son.§

Ash Wednesday is
a special invitation
to look at our own

brokenness in a way
that can bring healing,
strength, and courage.
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Sprinkling to replaces forehead ashes on Ash Wednesday
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The  B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER — Ash Wednesday is going
to look a little different in the Archdiocese of
Vancouver this year.

The most obvious change will the distribu-
tion of the ashes. Archbishop J. Michael
Miller, drawing on guidance from the Vati-
can’s Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments, told priests
January 22 to sprinkle ashes on the heads of
the faithful this year.

Although in North America the custom is
to place ashes in the shape of a cross on the
foreheads of congregants, in many parts of
the world placing or sprinkling ashes on the
head of the faithful is the accepted form.

As with the distribution of Communion in
the Archdiocese of Vancouver, ashes will be
distributed without a public liturgy. If current
restrictions remain in place, and depending
on the parish, the faithful will receive ashes
either by drive-in (with up to 50 cars in the
church parking lot), by drive-up (with cars
lining up at the curb and individuals receiving
ashes, then driving away), or walk-through
(entering the church a few at a time and then
leaving after receiving ashes).

In another change, immediately before the
distribution of the ashes the priest will say the
formula “Repent and believe in the Gospel” or
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return” only once for all who will be re-
ceiving ashes. He will then clean his hands, put
on a face mask, and distribute the ashes without
saying anything. (Previously, he would say the
formula to each person individually).

The changes are to minimize any risk of
spreading COVID-19 and follow guidance
from the Vatican that was released Jan. 12
and signed by Cardinal Robert Sarah.

Another change is coming to the familiar
rites of the Church February 17 due to a re-
cent revision to the English translation of the
Roman Missal approved for Canada.

The Canadian Conference of the Catholic
Bishops announced in December that the con-
clusion of the Collect (and similar prayers)
will change from saying “one God” to, sim-
ply, “God.” For example, the Collect may now
end like this: “Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.”

The change came after the Congregation
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments contacted the CCCB to say the
English translation of the Latin mistakenly in-

troduced the word “one.”
“The Dicastery informed the conference’s

president of the decision that the word ‘one’
is deemed incorrect, could cause doctrinal
confusion, and should no longer be used,”
wrote CCCB president Archbishop Richard
Gagnon December 8.

Another CCCB document explains the
change “is to avoid possible misunderstand-
ings of the Son within the Blessed Trinity, or

even the misconception that Our Lord Jesus
Christ is ‘one God’ among others. With this
change, the English will now also be consist-
ent with the Latin text, as well as conform
with translations into other European lan-
guages including French.”

The change comes into effect on Ash
Wednesday this year.

With files from Catholic News Agency.

ShareLife comes up shy in difficult year
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — The Archdiocese of To-
ronto ultimately fell short of its $13.8-million
target for the parish component of its annual
ShareLife charitable appeal.

However, the fact that $11.68 million of that
ambitious goal was achieved in the worst
Canadian and global economic year in living
memory is evidence the 2020 ShareLife par-
ish campaign can be viewed as a triumph.

“We received a very generous response,”
said Arthur Peters, executive director of
ShareLife and director of development for the
Archdiocese of Toronto. “We are very grate-
ful to the parishioners of the archdiocese for
the outpouring of generosity to the needs of
ShareLife and the agencies especially in the
midst of the ongoing pandemic.”

Overall, the 2020 campaign came in just
over $1 million shy of reaching its goal for all
the components. The parish campaign com-
bined with the $959,862 corporate campaign
haul and an “everything else” element
(schools, employees, miscellaneous) that
“yielded over $1.9 million” led to ShareLife
accruing just over $14.5 million of its $15.65
million overall target.

A major gift came courtesy of the Sisters
of Service of Canada, whose $1 million do-
nation went a long way in making up for the
parish shortfall, while another $500,000 came
from an anonymous individual who pledged
to match parish contributions up to that
amount during October.

Mr. Peters said that $8.6 million of the do-
nations have been dispersed among the more
than 40 social service agencies ShareLife sup-
ports. Families in crisis, people with special
needs, refugees, children and youth, the eld-
erly and victims of domestic violence are
among those benefitting from the aid.

Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of To-
ronto, commended these agencies for their
work in an unprecedented year in the 2020

ShareLife Impact Report.
“Agencies funded by ShareLife quickly

adapted their programs in response to the pan-
demic,” wrote Archbishop Collins. “From re-
mote counselling for those in distress, to reach-
ing out to isolated seniors, to supporting victims
of family violence, these agencies have provided
a lifeline to those in greatest need.”

That unprecedented year saw ShareLife and
its agencies working on the fly as they dealt
with the ever-changing landscape brought on
by COVID-19. The pandemic hit just as
ShareLife was preparing for the first of its
three ShareLife Sunday collections in parishes
that were forced to suspend worship serv-
ices due to health regulations brought in to
stem the spread of COVID.

The campaign rebooted on the weekend of
September 12-13. The second and third col-
lection weekends were staged Thanksgiving
weekend (October 10-11) and at weekend
Masses before Remembrance Day.

All these challenges are affecting this year’s
campaign as well. Normally kicking off at the
beginning of Lent, with the first ShareLife
Sunday in March, the campaign has been
pushed back. The start line for the 2021 cam-
paign is April 17-18. The following two
ShareLife Sundays will be spaced further
apart in 2021 as the COVID-19 forecast re-
mains uncertain in Canada even though
vaccines are rolling out throughout the coun-
try. June 19-20 and October 2-3 are the cur-
rent weekends earmarked for the second and
third collections.

Campaign targets are still being discussed.
“We are obviously mindful that many pa-

rishioners are facing challenges, but at the
same time we are mindful of the needs of our
agencies because the demand for the agen-
cies’ services has gone up,” said Mr. Peters.

He said the campaign goals will likely be
finalized by early February. He also expects
that parishioners on the mailing list will be in
contacted in “late March or early April” with
an invitation to contribute.§


